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Learning from Experience

Hello, my name is lan Downer.

I am originally from Christchurch, New Zealand. Christchurch is
located in the middle of New Zealand’s magnificent South Island.

The city is famous for its traditional architecture (buildings),
picturesque rivers and many beautiful gardens. | hope that you have a
chance to visit the city in the future.

Between 2009- 2014, | spent five enjoyable years living in Seiyo City as
an Assistant Language Teacher (ALT). It was a wonderful experience,
and | was fortunate to meet a number of interesting people from
different walks of life. While | learnt a number of very important
lessons about international communication during my time as an ALT,
perhaps the greatest of these was the need to overcome my fear of
making mistakes when speaking in a second language.

When we are children, we learn a lot about the world through trial
and error. Indeed, we develop our ability to communicate in our first
language by receiving feedback from our parents about many things,
including the sound of words, or the appearance of letters on a page.
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However, as we grow older, it can be easy to forget the importance of
making mistakes when learning new skills. This was especially the case
for me when | first arrived in Japan.

| came to this country knowing only a very few words in Japanese, and
quickly experienced frustration at not being able to communicate my
thoughts clearly with others. What has helped me since then has been a
willingness to turn difficulties in communication into learning
opportunities. Indeed, when learning any skill, mistakes allow us to
receive feedback from others about our progress. Therefore, | strongly
encourage you to take every chance you can to speak out in English and
use these opportunities to build your skills for the future.

Best regards

lan Downer (BEEAF HEHBLZ-—)

| have long been interested in Japanese history and culture. As a university student,
| studied Japanese history as a part of my degree. | also met people from Japan in
New Zealand and enjoyed hearing about their stories of Japanese life and
traditional customs. For these reasons, | was very excited to come to Japan for the
first time in 2009. To this day, | still enjoying discovering new things about this
unique country.

LAL, EZ2EBITOINT, FILWLWRF L ZZRED
F'aﬁff‘.h\’&@“% CEDEEWAETNADBTYT, FADEW

ICERICEEZELA-EE, ZNIEEICAAIICYTTIZEY £
L7

FADDLOBEERELAOAORWEEZIOEICHEE
L7=D. BODEZZMBOANICIEI-EY EERB T
NTERWIEICTCICHLBZRERZE Lz, TN
. FMIEII /-0, T2 =25 —> 3 v FORE
% BOMWSITEZDEMNTLIZ, RlE., RFILEEH
BT 2RIE, BREVWET DI LT, BYDALL S,
iﬁ?%if@u&;?bf@bﬂ74—Fﬂ/7§
ZTRAZENTEET, THLETEh . Tl
EIADNEREBCTHET LN TEEIHLWHEEZFE
L. 2OESHBBIEZD OVLWAL L, BEIAIHEESL
%t?%x#»ﬁ%’fﬁt’a«7&%6@05@1&51,&
THREIIBEVWTEDOERLAICLTVWET,

BELLBEWLET,

FIFAAROES EULICRWVEERZFE > TWE L7z, KFEDE
1213, ZERLOAED—D& LT, BERDEFRA#FNF L1, F
foo. Za—Y—F Y RTlE. BELSEEALIZEWN, BERDOAETFE
PIEHENEEBICOWTOEABEWTELAT Lz, 5 L7-EHA
HdH o T, FAIF2009FICHHDTHARICKS Z A TETIESICEHE
LTWE LT, SRAET. #FSTHIDAZ— I BREOHFLWT
CERBIDBIEHEERLATHLET,



