Translator introduction

R, - . BREBN
K’QD%’}M@% %%1}{}@ &) Meg_ﬁe
Y

ZWZFHEAT 14

The Moment | Wanted to Learn
TR E B s ()

N ERRFPREBAB L X— il R

English Education Center Ehime University Akira Nakayama

ESLRME D EZRDOR



The Moment | Wanted to Learn

When | was a junior high school student, which is almost 35 years ago,
English language learning involved the need to practice writing many
words and phrases, recall the spelling of words to pass tests, and
tackle a number of difficult grammar quizzes.

At that time, the English language was a school subject for me, and |
didn’t have enough opportunities to use English outside the classroom
in my daily life. In fact, | was a member of kendo club in a junior high
school, so | practiced kendo hard every day after school.

On a particular day, as a part of international cultural educational
experience program hosted by the Japanese government, one
foreigner came to our school and tried practicing kendo with us.
Nowadays, such exchange programs are very popular and held
frequently under the name of “globalization”, but it was very unusual
in those days. As it was more than 35 years ago, | cannot recall exactly
where he came from, but | can clearly remember that he was trying to
say something to me.

At the time, | saw that he was holding his neck while saying
something. | soon realized that he was thirsty, so | said to him, “You
want something to drink!”

OB os7-mE ()

DI LDAFFEDRKOREBFE EWR L, BBRTRR
IWIREGTICHEBENET AL ICMELREHELZE
WTRBRABZETZo72, D LERELSXEMEZ WD
bImg e LEL,

LFIE, TEROEFORTHLREAFESESLITEAL
WL, BEIIFROBBRO—DICTEEFHATLIZ, W
BT RIEIRICA->TW DT, BHEZE =KL,

%A@%éa HARDOX - BEFEBRO—IR T, HED
LRIBEEICHEBRATL I oNAPWE LE, S
[ EI—/\}I/“ZJ EWDZDT, 5 LEERIFBEIC
ThhTWwETA, YL TERME] WS 2 & iErE
b i=ziEh Y ¢ ETHBLWI ETLT, 30FELL
EbEiozshoT, EZOEISESNIALESTZD

NENTLEWELEA, ZOAN’BEO®R T, AHr%E

FATWBZ IR D2 FE LT,

BEMA /Y 2 AFvr—Z2ENTWDT, HLALT
EB T, ZOHDEEOABDOEZ R >7- [You
want something to drink!] (RE@DIREBRTLE) &
SoTHzH, ZOBYTZEWLDAIIDYIZ, NTEh
T, ZDOFFEHKFNENTLDOINE LT,



Actually, on that day | had the English test in the morning and the
content was the “to-infinitive”. He became happy, and embraced me as
if to say “That’s right!”, and | took him to the water taps.

After he cooled down and had a drink, he encouraged me by saying
“You speak English very well.” | remember that | felt a bit embarrassed,
but happy.

Until then, | had never thought about English as a communicative
(tool) language, because it had been just a school subject for me until
that point. Needless to say, my ideas about English changed drastically
after this encounter. It is true that we need to score high on tests, but
this is only one aspect of English as a language. The most important
thing is that we must be aware of the role of English in the real world,
which means the use of English as a tool for communicating with others.

After the experience, | tried to speak to ALTs, who came to our school
a few times a year, as much as | could with the phrases | learned in
class. Thank you for reading, and | really hope all of you enjoy studying
and using English.
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