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From Hand to Hand

~The inherited tradition of Japanese paper—~
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From Hand to Hand EFHSFEA

~The inherited tradition of Japanese paper ~ ~HEHNT E R~
In the Heian era, people made paper by hand. This paper in Japan is B4 (FLRAR~) A4lE, FTREfE-T0E L7,
called “Washi”. People in the past wrote poems, the so called “waka’,
on “Washi” and sent them out to others. They also made the paper HARTEONTERZ MK EFRET, BEDAIL
with different colors and patterns in consideration of the recipient. IR (R z2EZE. XYVEVWE L, ®58F
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In the Nanyo region of Ehime prefecture, there is a traditional style of IRRRICIERNEODETFEERZD—DELTRAEL
Japanese paper called “Ozu Washi”. In the Edo period, it prospered as Too BOLDICSTHFTIRZESL Z L ZRRITTULD
one of the main industries of the Ozu clan. Like in the past, some paper ITHA . KiMmod B, AFETE, BFHEFAHETIC
mills still continue to make these types of traditional paper by hand, HYEd, LI TRMAMIEIEI>2><CoNTULET,

with producers of “Washi” still in existence in Uchiko-cho, Nomura-cho,
and Seiyo-shi, (next to Ozu City), where “Ozu Washi” is still made.



In modern times, the everyday use of “Washi” has declined in Japan.
However, the paper is still used commonly for a range of traditional
purposes, including calligraphy at traditional Japanese New Year festivals,
lantern making for festivals, and inclusion in traditional dramaturgical
productions.
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It may not be a problem for some people to lose the “Washi” paper in
Japan. However, | hope we never forget the beauty of Japanese paper
that the ancestors left behind, nor the origin of Japanese paper tradition
itself. Finally, we hope that this tradition will be handed down to future
generations to enjoy for many years to come.
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ZThlHBH, BEENTE CRMNOEE X A VISR KO BIE. neki (R E) OERET-FLFHEW, BESERE, 2018FICATFEIABELTLEWE Lz, BE
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