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One and only

~Making goods with natural materials ~

In the mountains, we pick up nuts and branches, and sometimes pick up
edible wildflowers. When you go to the seaside, you will always come
home with seashells and driftwood. This has been the case since | was a
child, but it hasn't changed even now that I'm an adult over 50.

I was born and raised in a wild vegetable restaurant in Tomakomai City
on the coastline of Hokkaido. My parents regularly took me to the
mountain to pick up wild plants - whether or not aware | was aware of
what | was looking for! At this time, they taught me how to find suitable
plants for eating. When | picked up a lot of plants, | was told, “Shuhei is
the best amongst his siblings at picking up wild plants.” So it was a
great pleasure for me to be praised like that, and then | tried to find as
many plants as | could to maintain position as the best plant finder in
my family.
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The actual experience at that time came back to me when | was just 30
years old. | was taking a walk around the temple grounds after
returning to Kyoto for work. Acorns were falling here and there. When |
noticed this, | filled my suit pocket with lots of them and returned to my
apartment in Tokyo. After watching the acorn for a while, | first made a
necklace. | then distributed necklaces to friends who wanted them, sold
them at a flea markets, and began teaching people how to make them
in due course. Naturally, when | went to the sea, | picked up shells and
driftwood at the beach, and brought them home to make nice
things. Around the same time, a friend and went to an adventure camp
that was popular at the time and ate dinner amongst the wild plants in
front of us. Then, to my surprise | was inadvertently inserted into a camp
workshop as a lecturer.

I got married to a woman | met on such a course and had a child. | first
taught my daughter how to harvest wild plants. | wanted to share with
her the type of things that I'd learnt from my parents, and | wanted her
to experience the same enjoyment | had experienced as a child. Of
course, my daughter also received praise for her ability to collect wild
plants, too. At dinner time, when she put the wild vegetable dishes on
the table, she would say her name with pride, “Akari”, and then proudly
eat them.
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When Akari turned three, our second daughter was born. In fact, the
baby was due to be delivered at a midwife's office, but the labor was
premature, and the baby was forcibly delivered by me at home! When
our second daughter was moved to the midwife's office, she did not
breast feed and lacked any expression on her face. She had Down’s
syndrome. | felt like had been suddenly dropped to the bottom of a deep
valley. What has helped me in life has been the presence of my eldest
daughter and the natural environment.

We lived in an old rural house for a few years after our marriage, so our
eldest daughter became not only a picker of wild plants, but also of the
branches and nuts on the ground. Nature has an unpredictable ebb
and flow. While the shape of a creation from a branch is not always
revealed upon first observation, the joy is in the diversity.

Because our eldest was such a kind-hearted girl, she simply loved her
younger sister like any other child. The realities of the disparity with
other children that we could see when we had a child with Down's
syndrome could be seen by various procedures and operations that were
required at the birth of our disabled child. She seemed to be held back.
Yes, it made me realize again that my own creation of objects with
natural materials was also like that; for example, making a chair out of
a forest branch.
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Robust and comfortable chairs are sophisticated pieces of furniture that
cannot be used without a solid design. However, if you take a close look
at the nature of the original bending, twisting and branching of the
wood, you can use these features to enhance the attractiveness and
strength of the chair through repetition and trial and error. These chairs
achieve an originality that can never be mass produced.

Now, my eldest daughter is in her first year of high school, and my
youngest has commenced her first year of special needs education at
her junior high school. Although they love each other and have never
fought with each other, they are beginning to seek their own fun. | once
again believe that living at home without a blueprint for life is like the
beauty of natural materials. This is how it always has been, and how it
will continue to be.
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