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During the Warring States period (Sengoku Jidai) in Japan, there
were many mountain castles (Yamajiro) throughout the country. The
traces of these fortifications still remain in various places. It is easy to
overlook the remnants of these buildings within the forests and bush,
but if you look carefully, you might still find some unnatural
depressions and holes in the surface of the mountains.

These features may indicate the traces of a moat. If so, it would
have been even more prominent at the time. Furthermore, there may
have been a fence and a gate behind the moat, where a fierce battle
may have occurred. By visiting mountain castles, you can come into
contact with the stories of the past.

Please look for the remains of the castle while paying attention to
your safety.

戦国時代には、全国にたくさんの山城がありました。その

跡は、今も各地に残っています。林やヤブにうもれて見過

ごしがちですが、気をつけて見ると、不自然な窪みがあっ

たりします。そこは、堀の跡かもしれません。

そうだとすると、当時はもっと深く切り立っていたでしょ

う。堀の奥には、塀や門があったかもしれません。

それをはさんで激しい戦いがあったのかもしれません。

そんな歴史を推理するのが山城歩きのだいご味です。

安全に注意しながら城の遺構をさがしてみて下さい。
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